
 

Course Title: English Language Arts 5-6   Instructor: Alison McGowan  

Room: 402       School Phone: 602-467-6860  

School e-mail: Alison.mcgowan@dvusd.org  www.dvusd.org/dh-mcgowan 

 
Course Description:  
This course prepares students for college and career by advancing skills in the areas of reading, 
writing, language, and speaking/listening. This course is aligned with the Arizona State College and 
Career Readiness Standards.  
 
Course Goals & Objectives:  
The main goals of this course are  

 to improve reading fluency and comprehension skills.  
 to read and comprehend a variety of literature and informational text selections.  
 to research, use, and correctly cite legitimate sources of information.  
 to write and speak with increased sophistication.  
 to present information in a variety of formats that are appropriate for the intended 

audience.  
 to prepare for college and/or a career.  

 
Course Materials:  
 Students are expected to keep their assignments, notes, and paperwork organized in some type 

of folder, though the vast majority of our work will be stored on their district-issued iPads and 
within Canvas. Textbooks, novels, and other readings are provided for each student, with the 
occasional exception of personal choice books that students will be responsible for obtaining.  

 This class utilizes iPads multiple times per week. It is an essential tool for being successful in 
this class and students are expected to have them every day in class. We will frequently use 
Canvas as our learning management system. Parents/guardians are welcome to join Canvas as 
an observer to help support their student.  

 
Course Expectations:  
 Resources – A comfortable, engaging, and mutually respectful classroom environment helps 

students be successful. To achieve this, students must be respectful in their treatment of class 
resources, which includes, but is not limited to, computers, iPads, novels, textbooks, and 
teacher-provided supplies.  

 Videos – Videos can be a useful way to visually reinforce concepts and skills. Occasionally, we 
will be viewing clips of videos rated no lower than PG-13 to enhance and supplement a lesson.  

 Extra Credit – This course does not offer extra credit opportunities. Because the work assigned 
is specifically chosen to help students practice the necessary skills and content material 
required of them in this class, I may ask struggling students to complete unfinished work or to 
redo work that was assigned earlier in the semester; this is at my discretion and this 
opportunity is not guaranteed.  

 Plagiarism – The ELA department’s policy adheres to the DVUSD Student Rights and 
Responsibilities handbook, which defines plagiarism as “To steal and pass off the ideas or 



words of another as one’s own.” The minimum consequence is a loss of credit for the 
assignment and the expectation that the student complete a similar assignment in order to 
show their learning; the maximum consequence is a 10 day suspension and/or a loss of credit 
for the course.  

 Technology – Because we are a technology-rich campus, the use of iPads as a learning tool 
should be expected. iPads are integrated into the curriculum to reinforce critical thinking, 
collaboration, and cognitive engagement. Cell phones are not permitted to be used during class 
time. I will designate which activities students may use iPads for, and I will articulate how these 
devices should be used appropriately. If a violation of the stipulated use occurs, consequences 
will be enforced in accordance with the DVHS Student Handbook.  

 
DVUSD Approved Course Curriculum: 
In addition to selected poems, articles, and other short readings, the following major titles will be 
read this year in class: 
Collections anthology by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (textbook) 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 
By signing this syllabus, you are agreeing to the following: 
I have read and understand all the guidelines set forth in the syllabus for this class. I consent to 
allowing my child to read the books outlined in the syllabus and if I have an issue with any of 
the above listed titles in text or film version, I will make arrangements with the teacher for an 
alternative assignment PRIOR to the start of that unit of study.   
 
Weighted Grading System:  
The grade book is set up in categories that are weighted, with some categories constituting a larger 
percentage of the final grade. The categories used in this class are reflective of Arizona’s 
educational learning standards categories.  
Categories: Writing (30%), Reading (30%), Speaking /Listening (20%), Language (20%).  
Grading Scale  
A 90-100%  
B 80-89%  
C 70-79%  
D 60-69%  
F 0-59%  

There is no final exam for ELA 5 or 6. Students will complete an assessment that is equal to or less 
than all other assessments given during the semester.  
 
Attendance and Grading Policies:  
Absences  
 I strongly encourage students to be in class daily. Even though assignments can be made up, 

experiences, discussion, and activities cannot always be duplicated. A student’s attendance is 
critical to his/her academic success.  

 If an absence is unavoidable, it is the student’s personal responsibility to obtain all missed 
assignments. I am very accessible by email and am happy to send work to parents/guardians 
and students upon request. Assignments can be found on Canvas.  

Tardy Policy  



 Students who are not within the threshold of the classroom when the bell rings and who do not 
have a pass will report to the “sweep” room to be logged as tardy. “Sweep” is not considered an 
absence. All work due that day must be turned into the sweep monitor, submitted to Canvas, 
brought directly to me, or time-stamped at the front office.  

 
Late Work  
 All work has a due date; work assigned within a unit will be accepted for two weeks after we 

complete that unit, with the exception of work assigned at the late end of the semester. Unit 
closing dates are communicated clearly and frequently to students in class. (Late work 
accommodations for students with 504 or IEP plans will be followed as stated in the plan; 
additional accommodations may be negotiated on a case-by-case basis between the teacher and 
the student/family.) 

 If students are encountering problems submitting their work on Canvas outside the classroom, 
they should immediately email their work to the teacher so it is still on time AND students need 
to provide evidence (such as a screenshot) of the problem with the error code. Students should 
still submit the assignment to Canvas as soon as possible and seek help the next day if 
necessary.  

 Canvas Troubleshooting: Try switching to the Canvas website (dvusd.instructure.com) instead 
of the app. Ensure that the file being submitted is correct (for example, submit a PDF instead of 
.Pages). There is also a Canvas helpdesk that can be very helpful.  

 
Assessment Retakes  
 Students may retake assessments as needed to show mastery of a particular skill or concept 

within the time period stated by the teacher. There may be other requirements that students 
must follow before being allowed a retake; however, there will be many opportunities for 
students to show growth in their learning. Students should see me to arrange a retake 
opportunity at a mutually agreed upon time that does not interfere with regular class time. 
Appropriate times might be before school, after school, or during SET.  Students will most likely 
take a different test that assesses the same content or skills. The higher score of the two tests 
will be entered in the grade book.  

 This retake policy does not apply to District Assessments on School City, but does apply to 
Writing Assessments.  

 
IEP/504 Accommodations  
 The English Language Arts department follows the individual accommodations listed on a 

student’s IEP or 504 plan. Students who have late work accommodations as part of their IEP or 
504 plan for English must submit what they have done on the due date and should initiate a 
conversation to create a teacher-student negotiated amount of time to complete the 
assignment. If the student has not begun the assignment by the due date and cannot show 
appropriate progress on the assignment, they risk not being granted extra time or full credit for 
the work.  

 
 

Your student’s success is my priority; to achieve this success, I invite students, parents, and 
guardians to communicate with me regularly. A high school diploma is within reach and I am happy 
to be able to spend this year of high school with your student!  


